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BY JOHN CULP. 

“Many years before his baptism [the church had 
a rule of delaying baptism] and death, Constantine 
had proclaimed to the world, that neither his per- 
son nor his image should evermore be seen within 
the walls of an idolatrous temple ; whilst he dis- 
tributed through the provinces a varicty of medals 
and pictures which represented the emperor in an 
humble and suppliant posture of Christian devo- 
tion.” 

“As he (Constantine) gradually advanced in the 
knowledge of truth, he proportionally declined in 
the practice of virtue ; and in the same year of his 
reign in which he convened the council of Nice, 
was polluted by the execation, or rather wurder, 
of his eldest son * *. The gratitude of the church 
has exalted the virtues and excused the failings of 
& generous patron who seated Christianity on the 
throne of the Roman world”. 

Five last quotations chapter 20, 

We close this number by referring to the testi- 
mony that this spiritual power began to decline in 
abont the same proportion at the expiration of 
1260 years that it came into power, Which time we 
have fixed at the following dates; Ist, A. D. 180 
when Commodus began to reign; 2nd, A. D. 260 
when the Roman empire was dismembered ; 3rd, 
A. D. 306 when Constantine was proclaimed em- 
peror ; 4th, A. Ὁ, 314, when Constantine convened 
a council of influential bishops at Arles in France 
where he assisted in making decisions for the 
church ; 5th, A. Ὁ. 325 when Constantine called ἃ 
gencral council of Nice to attain to unity on the 
Arian ccntroversy. ‘These dates with the addition 
of 1260 years respectively will date 1440, 1520, 
1566, 1574, 1585. At these periods a tendeney of 
weakness and decline of the authority and power 
of the Papacy is to be observed and such we no- 
tice at the first date A. Ὁ, 1440. Alter Wick- 


liffe, Huss and Jerome, had in tury harassed the | 


Papacy with the doctrine of the Lollards—some of 
which were burned because they did not recant on 
their trials, Nevertheless their sentiments miti- 
gated the feelings of the church so much that in 
A. Ὁ. 1443 the sufferings of this people to a great 
extent ended, and, although to some extent their 
sufferings continued, they, from this. date forward, 
increased in influence in the Roman church. Tke 
secoud date, 1520, is known to all as being about 
the time of the agitation that Martin Luther and 
others created in the Roman church and in their 
achievements greatly subdued the Papacy. Their 
achievements in this respect is the object of ad- 
miration by the world at this day and does not 
need to be described here. Third date, 1566, 
“The Presbyterians now adopted the denier resort 
of forming a distinct communion, and worshiping 
by the aid of Calvin's liturgy. These persons were 
named Separatists, not Dissenters,” (History of 
Foreign Baptists, Vol. 2, page 225. 

In 1571 Robert Brown traveled “through the 
country -preaching to the pcople, or as most writ 
ers assert, inveighing against the ceremonies of the 
church, and exhorting the people not to comply. 
Reproaches are plentifully heaped upon this poor 
man, but he had conscience sufficient to choose re- 
ligious freedom in the face of many imprisonmente, 
and scripture light adequate to form the first inde- 
pendent church among the Peio- baptists.” 

“The Puritans declared they had escaped from 
the filthiness and polutions of these detestable tradi- 
tions of the church through the kuowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

Space does not permit the historical quotations 
that are accessable to continue the proof of the 
wrecked condition of thé Papacy at this time. 

We pass on to our fourth date: A. Ὁ, 1574, 
We begin by quoting, that “in 1573 the Baptists 
were numerous; they left the parish church, and 
began to form themselves into distinct societies, 
Norwich is inentioned by Heylyn as being infest- 
ed with Anabaptists. Their prosperity and increase 
oceasioned an alarm, and provoked their enemies 
to acts of violence.” “In 1576 the Arch bishop 


of Canterbury and bishop of London sadly lament- | 


ed the danger of their church (livings) from the 
influence of the Puritans. But what grounds 


THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 
there were for their fears, let the-following state- 
ment point out. In 1579 there wae not one preach- 
er in Northamton, nor had there been for a consid- 
erable time, In the county of Cornwall there were 
140 clergymen, not one of whom was capable of 
preaching a sermon.” 

Fifth date, 1585. 
merous congregation of Dutch Anabaptists was 
known to exist at Norwich. From among these 
persons Robert Brown selected a few to begin a 
new interest of indepeadents, Brown wrote a 
book against the prayer book, which was distrib- 
uted.”  “Elizabeth’s conduct awakened hatred 
among the Romish party, who by confederacy, had 
raised 200 ships with 28,292 men, destined for the 
subjugation of England to the Roman Pontiff. 
This armada from Spain was eeen off the British 
coast July 19th, 1588. Providence evidently in 
terposed for our sinful nation. ‘This affair instead 
of humbling the queen seems to haye excited her 
feelings to additional cruelties and revenge. 
severities of Elizabeth’s court did not altogether 
destroy our congregations, or preveat the diffusion 
of their religion, To correct their error, one, Dr. 


Robert Some, published a book which he entitled, ΠΡ Music, “I love to tell the story ;” Declama- 


‘A Godly Treatise.” 16 encounters what he can- 
siders errors, vis: The universities are popeish, 
and therefore should be abolished ; teachers should 
be supported by falms ; church need not stay for 
the prince to reform it ; princes have no authority 
in church matters; ministers must be chosen by 
the people ; any man able to teach may without an 
external calling; the Lord’s prayer and a form of 
prayer are unlawful ; discipline is an essential part 
of a church; chuiches may ¢xcommunicate without 
a minister; baptism administered and received in 


the popeish church is not God’s but the devil's bap- | 


tism; there is no worship of Godin the church of 
England; it is blasphemous to be styled Doctor 
ot Divinity.” (History Foreign Baptists, Vol. 2, 
pages 226-234.) 

Sufficient has been quoted to show that the 
reformation is pointed out as being the expiration 
of the 1260 years. ᾿ 

Although our dutes do not exactly correspond, 
yet it should be born in mind that this js not 
strictly necessary. The yeneral sentiment and de- 
gree of sentiment is all that saould be looked for in 
the great change of Paganisin to Popery and that 


οἱ Popery to Protestantisin. 


We have now arrived mar to the close of the 
16th century, through that part of the prophesy 


of Danicl that we had under consideration, but 
since the fourth beast extends its dominion down 


to the time when “the greatness of the kingdom 


under the whole heaven, shall be given to the peo: | 


ple of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom, and ali donunions shall 
serve and obey him,” (verses 11, 17, 18, 21 22, 26 
and 27) it is clearly observed that there is an in- 
terval from the close of the 16th century, or the 
beginning of the Reformation to our time that is 
altogether subject to the prophecy. 

The form of the beast in this vacancy we must 
acquaint ouselves with, if we desire to learn the in- 
cidents of our times. We think the Revelations 
of St. John will throw light upon the subject, upon 
which it is desired to express a few more thoughts 
in the future, 


Bear Creek, Ohio. 

We held our Love feast on the evening of the 19th, 
ult. Preceding the communion the water's were 
troubled and Bro. Brown baptized five precious 
souls, 


some seed which will bear fruit in eternity. The 
word of God says, we sball cast our bread upon 
the water and it shall return after many days hence. 
His promises are sure and steadfast; yea, and 
amen to them that believe ; and his word also tells, 
though we may sow in tears we may reap in joy. 

There promises are inspiring to us to press on- 
ward through every difficulty or obstacle which 
may encounter us all along the journey of life, for 
at the end of the race we have the promise of the 
crown of life if we are faithful unto death. I trust 
that I may ever be useful and be an humble in- 
strament in the hands of the Lord in leading some 
soul to Christ. The harvest indeed is great and 


“In 1583 Collier says, 8 nu- | 


The] 


them, 
I trust they may be faithful worker's in the 
vineyard of our Lord that they may there sow| 


| “July 14, 1886.) 
the laborers are few comparatively. Hence it be- 


|hooves every one who has named the name of 


Jesus to work while it is called today, for the 
night cometh when no man can work. Christians 
should be deligent and enter every open door where 
they may do something for the Master’s cause. 
We know that life is uncertain and death is certain 
then let us ever be ready that when our time 
comes, all will be well with us in the sweet bye 
and . bye. 

I wish more sister’s would help make the paper 
interesting and edifying. 

Laura F. BILLNuMAN. 
Carrolton Sta., Ohio. 


Report of Children’s Meoting held inthe Grove Near 
Fenville, Mich., June 26th, 1886. 


Sabbath school Superintendent, Bro, Steninger 
made a move that Bro. H. H. Snyder act as Chair- 
man and conduct the exercises. 

PROGRAM. - 

Opened Prayer by Bro. Snyder ; Singing, “Re- 

joice and be Glad ;” Reading of the 95th Psalm; 


‘Song, Willie and Minnie Tracy. 


Declamation, “Missionary Day,” by Della Sten- 


tion “Sailor’s Wife,” Anna Snyder. 

Music, “Pull for tne Shore ;” declamation, “We 
May, Always Have the Sunshine,” by Essie Mc- 
Cormack ; declamation, “It Pays,” Minnie Tracy ; 
declamation, “Consider,” Max McCormack ; decla- 
mation, “The Merry Spring,” Liddia Williams ; 
declamation, “Not” Yer,” Carrie Seely ; declama- 
tion, “Seven Points for Boys,” Willie Tracy; dec- 
lamation, “Merry Little Maiden,” Anna Ream. 

Music, “The Happy Land ;” declamation, “The 
Wonderful Tea Kettle,’ Edith Ritter ; declamation, 
“Washington’s Birthday,” Charles Ream ; dialogue 
“The Boat Ride,” Minnie Tracy, Dellie Steninger, 
Auna Ream, Carrie Seely and Essie McCormack. 

Music, “The Land of Rest ;” essay, “The Sab- 
bath School,” Mrs, Snyder ; address, Bro. Snyder. 

Dinner arranged at one o'clock. After dinner 
the time was taken up in swinging, playing and , 
friendly conversation, Called to order at half 
past 3 o'clock and dismissed by singing ‘Hold the 
Fort,” and prayer by Bro, Snyder. Thus passed 
the day and ’twas one to be long remembered by 
both children and parents, 

E. W. Mrveus. 


Help in Time of Need. 

There are certain periods in human eXperience 
when help is most needful and most welcome. 
There are times when pecuniary help bridges over 
scme dark chasm of misfortune and poverty, or of 
bankruptcy and finaneial ruin. There ure times of 
physical weakness, when a little assistance will 
enable us to turn a dangerous corner, and take the 
high road to health; anda lack of that assistance in 
time of need might cost health and life itself, 
There are times of mental and spiritual need, when 
misfortunes and sorrow and sin have weighed down 
the soul; when persons seem forsaken of God and 
man ; when they need, oh so much, a hand of help 
stretched out to them, Just at that point the err- 
ing may be won, the wanderer brought home, the 
broken heart bound up, and the soul that trembles 
on the verge of ruin, turned from the ways of dark- 
nese to the paths of peace. 

How important that Christians be watchful in 
such times of need. Around us may be breaking 
hearts; we must find them and pour balm upon 
Around us may be sliding feet; we must 
stretch out our hands and save them ere they be 
utterly gone. Around us may be those who have 
fallen, and who unaided may never rise ; our words 
of kindness, our looks of love, our timely help, may 
bring them up again and lead tbem in the paths of 
safety and blessing. 

But how often we allow precious opportunities 
to escape us, and mourn at last over the sad con- 
sequences of our neglect. Thanks be to Gud, there 
is one eye that never sleeps; there is one hand 
that is ever stretched out ; there is one Helper who 
is never beyond our cry. We may seek His aid, 
and we shall find in Him a present help in time 
of trouble. “Let us therefore come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in lime of need.”’—SEL, 


